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  THE PHOTO ABOVE  
shows the Hoskins mural 
that was on display dur-
ing the community’s 
centennial celebration 
20 years ago. The mural 
may have originally hung 
in the town’s theater or 
auditorium.

   IN THE PHOTO on the 
left, Miriam Willers (from 
left), Beth Bonderson, 
Hoskins village clerk, 
Bill Willers and Mike 
Deck are shown with a 
mural of Hoskins. The 
exact age of the mural 
is unknown, but many of 
the businesses on the 
canvas are from Norfolk 
and Hoskins and feature 
phone numbers with just 
two to four digits.
   

HOSKINS, WHICH as the sign notes was incorporated on Feb. 7, 1899, had this sign 
made in honor of its centennial. Efforts are being made to restore the sign now.
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THIS PHOTO shows the last class to graduate from Hoskins High 
School. The picture hangs in the Community Center conference 
room along with other historic artifacts. The high school closed 
in 1958.

HOSKINS HAD at least two newspapers through the 
years. The Hoskins News is shown here in this 1935 
issue. The Hoskins Headlight came later.

Hoskins remains popular 
place for its residents

Memories 
of town 

kept alive 

By JERRY GUENTHER
regional@norfolkdailynews.com

HOSKINS — This community wasn’t always where it’s at.
But if you ask some of its residents, it’s always been the 

place to be.
Bill Willers of Hoskins said the original town was located 

about a mile west of the current site in southwest Wayne 
County. That site is no longer visible as a town and would 
have placed it off Highway 35.

Willers said once the railroad was established, a man 
whose last name was Hoskins moved it around 1899 and 
established an elevator — knowing that it would benefit area 
farmers if it were located on the railroad route.

A newspaper clipping from the 1950s indicates that the 
town before it was moved was called Donop.

AROUND THE 1900s, the railroad had been constructed 
between Wayne and Norfolk. Along with Winside, the 
Hoskins location could also provide an additional place to fill 
up water tanks for the steam needed to power the engines 
through some steep hills.

Willers and his wife, Miriam, have kept scrapbooks over 
the years about Hoskins and the people who have lived there. 
It includes such things as weddings, funerals and historical 
events from newspaper clippings.

The Willers remember such things as when the town had 
a grocery store, newspaper, lumber yard, elevator, beauty 
shop, three bars, two banks and other manufacturers.

The town, which currently has a population of 285, was 
settled with families of the last name Behmer, Schroeder, 
Strate, Puls, Blaze, Green and Donner. The first settlement 
of Donop was about 1870 to 1872, according to clippings.

The Willers grew up in the Hoskins community. Miriam’s 
father, Ed Kollath, started as a cashier in 1944 for the 
Hoskins Cooperative Credit Association, which eventually 
became the Hoskins State Bank.

Ed Kollath later ran the bank and had a reputation for 
helping many people get started during a time when money 
was tight, including farmers who wanted livestock.

The bank eventually became the Elkhorn Valley Bank, 
which has locations all around Northeast Nebraska.

MIKE DECK, who was born in Hoskins and has lived all 
86 years of his life in Hoskins or at a nearby farm, said Kol-
lath helped Hoskins Manufacturing get started.

The Delp and Doffin families started Hoskins Manufac-
turing in the 1960s, which still operates and has shipped 
products around the world.

One of the fondest memories Deck and the Willers have is 
movie night during the 1940s to early 1960s. On Wednesday 
evenings, a free movie was shown outdoors on the side of 
a store. Planks were set across cinder blocks and wooden 
chairs provided seating for the movie. Farmers would come 
in to trade and shop. 

It is hoped that the community will have another outdoor 
movie night this summer to continue the tradition.


